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USDA nukes plan to close FSA offices;’

Congressmnal delegation lauds decision:

By TOM SCHULTES

It appears efforts to thwart
the closure of several Farm
Service Agency offices, inchud-

ing the one in Las Animas, have 20

been successful, at least for a
while,

Recently, members of the

Colorado congressional delega-
fipn have released announce-
ments regarding the change in
strategy.
. In a press release, 115,
Senator Ken Salazar (D-Colo)
applauded the USDA's recent
abandenment of the proposed
Farm Service Agency (F3a)
office closings. Recognizing the
C&ng:::séuna] opposition that
has

loped, USDA has decid.

ed to ‘set aside’ their
Tomorrow” approach

‘F5A

Bent County Democrat

encompasses . - the
M:muhural Stabilization and
Conservation Service, Federal
Crop Insurance O tion
known as Risk
Management Agency) and the
farm ¢redit portion of the
Farmers Home Administration.
The Farm Service Agency
administers farm commodity
and conservation programs and
makes apnd guaraniees farm
emergency, ownership,
operaling loans

and

Salazar, who sits on the Senate i

Agriculture Committee, had
slready raised serious concerns
over the proposed clozures and
was prepared o send a letter 1o
SDA expressing his disap- Salazar
proval of the proposed closures,
Salazar also planned to question
the LISDA's reasoning for closing

F5A ..affices  ju- -some
Colorads's poorest counties duf
ing a hearing on this issue that
been
Thursday, Oct. 20. Twelve
Colorade counties  including
Bent, Fremont, Saguache, Rio
Grande, Alamosa, Conejos,
Costilla, Delta, Montrose,
Dobores, Larimer and Boulder
would have faced F3A office
closings under USDA's proposal.
“These proposed FSA clo-
sures woulld have negatively
farmers and ranchers
in Colorado and highlighted
another example of the neglect
that this Administration has
s'l:mr\n:l for rural America,’
“As a result, [ am
pleased that they have reversed
their direction and [ look for-
ward to working with the FSA to

Thursday, Movember 3, 2008
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improve their oulreach am +

assistance for farmers and ranck

scheduled  for ers”

US. Rep, Marilyn Musgraw
(FColo.) hes also praised the
Farm Service Administration’s
(FRA) decision to delay interrp
tions of service in rural commnm
nities and set aside proposec
office  closures  throughou
Colorado as part of their “F5¢
Tomorrow” plan.

Musgrave expressed her sup
port for the decision in a pres:
release from her Washingtor
office.

"While I'm encouraged by the
ultimate goal of FSA to modern
ize their service and utilize
emerging technologies, |  have

See FSA, page §
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